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AGENDA TITLE: Adopt resolution requesting that the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 

establish a 5 mile per hour speed limit on the Mokelumne River from the 
Woodbridge Dam to Guild Avenue 

 
MEETING DATE: March 19, 2008 
 
PREPARED BY: Interim Park and Recreation Director 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt resolution requesting that the San Joaquin County Board of 

Supervisors establish a 5 mile per hour speed limit on the 
Mokelumne River from the Woodbridge Dam to Guild Avenue. 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On February 20, 2008, Council received a staff report regarding the 

status of the Mokelumne River bank in the general vicinity of Pigs 
Lake within Lodi Lake Nature Area.  As part of the staff report, 
Council was presented information about possible causes for the 

current riverbank conditions.  In 1992, the Mokelumne River Access Task Force submitted several 
recommendations to the Council related to this matter.  The Task Force felt strongly that motorized water 
craft were negatively impacting the riverbanks along Lodi Lake Park.  The Task Force recommended that 
a 5 mph speed limit be imposed adjacent to all City of Lodi properties.  Members of the Task Force felt 
that natural water movement was not a cause of erosion.  The members suggested that high speed 
motorcraft is a strong contributor to riverbank erosion. 
 
Recently, Park staff consulted civil engineers Kjeldsen, Sinnock and Neudeck Inc. regarding erosion 
concerns.  Stephen Sinnock addressed these concerns in his letter to the City dated October 17, 2007.  
Mr. Sinnock states that erosion is being caused by water hydraulics, wave wash from personal water 
crafts, and by the annual draining of Lodi Lake. 
 
Based on staff’s review of riverbank erosion discussions with various sources, it is our recommendation 
that a restricted speed limit of 5 mph from Woodbridge Dam to Guild Avenue be implemented. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None 
 
 
 
    _______________________________ 
    Steve Dutra 
    Interim Parks and Recreation Director 
 
 
cc: City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE LODI CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING THAT  
THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ESTABLISH A 
5-MILE PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT ON THE MOKELUMNE RIVER FROM 

THE WOODBRIDGE DAM TO GUILD AVENUE 
============================================================================ 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recently presented a report to the City Council regarding the condition and 
possible causes of the Mokelumne Riverbank deterioration in the general vicinity of Pigs Lake within 
the Lodi Nature Area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bank between the Mokelumne River and Pigs Lake has eroded from 30 feet 
to 16 feet in the time between 1994 and the present; and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff consulted with civil engineers Kjeldsen, Sinnock and Neudeck, Inc. 
regarding the erosion concerns, and it was determined that the erosion is being caused by water 
hydraulics, wave wash from personal watercrafts and the annual draining of Lodi Lake, a copy of  
the engineer’s letter is attached to this resolution marked as Exhibit A; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the current rate of erosion, Pigs Lake may not exist in 3 to 5 years if actions 
are not taken to save it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, significant cost and regulatory issues make physical bank restoration efforts 
impossible in the short term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one important interim measure to protect the bank is to limit boat wakes by 
limiting boat speeds to 5 mph; and 
 
 WHEREAS, annual draining of the lake is also being terminated as a result of the City 
funded WID dam; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Pigs Lake provides habitat for turtles, wood ducks and other wildlife, and 
provides  significant recreational opportunities for the citizens of San Joaquin County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends that a restricted speed limit of 5 mph from the Woodbridge 
Dam to Guild Avenue be implemented. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lodi City Council does hereby formally 
request that the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors establish a 5 mph speed limit on the 
Mokelumne River from the Woodbridge Dam to Guild Avenue. 
 
Dated: March 19, 2008 
============================================================================ 

 I hereby certify that Resolution No. 2008-____ was passed and adopted by the City Council 
of the City of Lodi in a regular meeting held March 19, 2008, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES: COUNCIL MEMBERS – 
 
 NOES: COUNCIL MEMBERS – 
 
 ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS – 
 
 ABSTAIN:  COUNCIL MEMBERS –  
    
 
   RANDI JOHL 
   City Clerk 

2008-____ 


